
Welcome to the first edition of 
“The SEEN Scoop”, the official 
newsletter of South East Express 
Network of the American Busi-
ness Women’s Association 
(ABWA)! The SEEN Scoop is 
intended to bring you information 
designed to enhance the value of 
your SEEN membership. 

Our aim is to give you a useful 
and interesting way to stay in-
formed about SEEN’s current 
and future events, so that you 
always know what the scoop is.  
It will also be used to recap past 
events in the form of Minutes, so 
that even if you couldn’t make a 
meeting, you’ll be able to be in 
the know with an easy fact-filled 
read. 

We will use the Scoop to spot-

light our amazing membership, 
share conference happenings, 
meeting information, and offer 
you advertising and many arti-
cles of interest.  This will give us 
an opportunity to connect with 
each other.  We want this news-
letter to be something You want 
to read and use.  Your input will 
be essential so get those ideas 
and input rolling as we move 
forward.  If you have ideas for 
new features or topics do not 
hesitate to share them with us.  
We’d love your submission!  We 
look forward to your feedback to 
this inaugural issue and to grow-
ing this newsletter to best serve 
the awesome women of SEEN! 
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From the first moment you leave 
your home to attend an ABWA 
National Leadership Conference  
filled with mystery of whom you 
are going to see, meet and what 
you are going to learn ,the antici-
pation is incredible.  We are 

never disappointed!  You sign up 
for a certain Track and they are 
taught by some of the best in-
structors in the country and en-
tertained by the most surprising 
talented presenters of today that 
you can easily get overwhelmed 

by the exhilarating opportunities 
to learn and grow.  Friendships, 
powerful presentations, incredi-
ble excitement are what you will 
experience.  This year was 
ABWA’s Fabulous 60th Anniver-
sary! See photos on page 5 of 
some of these events.   
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President’s Message '�

ABWA National Leadership Conference  '�

Meeting Information/Executive Board/Spotlight "�

September Membership Meeting Minutes .�

Next Month’s Program Includes… Events .�

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct &�

Article of Interest—WIN/Safety in Schl. Zones! &�

2009 Conference Moments in pictures 5 
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Pearland’s SEEN  

Scoop! 

The mission of the American Business 
Women’s Association is to bring together 
businesswomen of  diverse occupations and 
to provide opportunities for them to help 
themselves and others grow personally and 
professionally through leadership, education, 
networking support, and national recognition.  
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SEEN meets on the 2nd 
Thursday of each 
month.   

Meeting location: Mimi’s 
Café 11200 Broadway 
Street #1600 (Pearland 
Town Center) Pearland, 
TX  

11:30 am to 1:00 pm  

October 22 —Houston 
Area Council of ABWA 
Quarterly Meeting 

Www.abwahouston.org 

 

October 26 —FHPW Fed-
eration of Houston Pro-
fessional Women Quar-
terly Meeting. 

Www.fhpw.org  

November 5 — SEEN 
Executive Board Meeting 

November—12 SEEN 
Membership Meeting 

Www.seen-abwa.org 

Contact Debi Trahan for 
reservations: Phone: 713-
503-0911 or  email:  

TexasGo2Real-
tor@aol.com 

November—14 Jane in 
the Jungle Fun Run with 
Kelly Smith.  

December 11 —SEEN 
Holiday Gathering at 
Gaylyn’s home!  All mem-
bers and spouses are 
welcome. Ladies bring 
your significant other and 
share some holiday 
cheer! 

MARK YOUR CALEN-
DARS NOW... 

sons and two wonderful 
daughters-in-law. Adding 
to the family are two step-
sons and one step-
daughter-in-law. Grand-
children are Jazz who is a 
real doll with Brandon 
attending Texas Tech 
making the family very 
proud!  

Pam is the owner and 
broker of Texas United 

Pam Miller was born in 
the great city of Houston. 
She moved to Pearland 
when she was in Junior 
High School and gradu-
ated from Pearland High 
in 1970. Throughout her 
years in Pearland she has 
witnessed a lot of growth!   

Pam’s best friend is hus-
band, Jack. They have 
been blessed with two 

Brokers Realty in Pear-
land. She has seven 
great Realtors making up 
the successful team. She 
enjoys helping buyers 
and sellers and works 
mostly in the Pearland 
area. Pam said, “Being a 
Realtor is not for the 
weak at heart and is a 
tough job, but is reward-
ing in so many ways”. 
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Private Meeting Room at 
Mimi’s Café in Pearland 

Town Center 

Pam Miller 



The October 8, 2009 meeting 
of SEEN was held at Mimi’s 
Café in Pearland Town Cen-
ter.  

President Susan Olson wel-
comed members and guests 
and announced business 
items. September 10, 2009 
Minutes were delayed due to 
a computer problem (virus)  
and will be approved at the 
November 12 meeting. 
Susan covered upcoming 
ABWA events and welcomed 
all SEEN members to attend. 

 Vicky announced FHPW 
reservations needed to be 

sent in early as there will be 
a higher rate if not reserved 
before deadlines moving 
forward. Vicky also thanked 
everyone for contributions to 
the basket for the FHPW 
Gala auction.  

Susan gave an enthusiastic 
report of the happenings at 
the ABWA Leadership Con-
ference in Kansas City, MO 
held on September 24-26.  
She shared a photo album, 
purchased books and CDs of 
various events.  

Following introductions, 
Gaylyn DeVine introduced 

speaker, Thecia Jenkins 
from “The Bridge Over Trou-
bled Waters, a women’s 
shelter. Thecia gave some 
startling statistics concerning 
domestic violence and sug-
gestions about how to recog-
nize signs of domestic vio-
lence. 

Multiple door prizes were 
won.  Meeting adjourned at 
1:00 P.M.   

Respectfully submitted, Nan 
Buchanan 

(modified due to space restric-
tions/complete Minutes will be 
emailed and published on web.) 

for women and girls to 
gain leadership training 
and be empowered to 
“shake the world with our 
innate wisdom, abilities 
and voice!” Get your 
walking/running shoes 
prepped for a Fun run in 
the park !  For questions 
call Kelly at 713-851-6900 
or Email: 
Kelly@JaneInTheJungle.
com   

On Saturday, November 
14 at the Terry Hershey 
Trail in Memorial Park our 
SEEN membership will 
join nationally recognized 
speaker and coach, Kelly 
Smith in the “First Annual 
Jane in the Jungle Fun 
Run” to benefit The HUN-
GER Project in addition 
to a variety of Houston 
area women’s initiatives.  
We will be raising money 

 You may participate by 
Volunteering to help with 
Set-Up and Tear-Down, 
Hand Out Water, Cheer 
on the Runners or sup-
port by Donating with 
direct contributions.  
Sponsorships are avail-
able which is a great way 
to receive positive expo-
sure and publicity!
Www.JaneInTheJungle.com 
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chelle.  They live in West 
Houston with their two 
cats Jack and Tony, and 
a tank full of fish. 

SEEN provides business 
training and education to 
enhance your career and 
personal growth for all 
working women. 

Make your reservations 
early! 

 

On Thursday, November 
12 our speaker will be 
Mark (Ski) Struczewski 
teaching us “How to Take 
Awesome Holiday Pic-
tures!” You’ll have fun 
and learn the 5 ways to 
take exciting photographs 
of your family, company 
event or holiday party, 
without buying a new 
camera.  Ski is founder/co
-owner of “Photography 
by Ski” (pronounced 
“skee”) with his wife, Mi-
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Nan Buchanan 

VP Administration 

Kelly Smith of Jane in the 
Jungle 

Optimism inspires 

optimism. Be 

optimistic!  

Jan Bethancourt 
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Editor: Susan R. Olson 
South East Express Network 
P.O. Box 18831 
Sugar Land, TX 77496-8831 

Phone: 832-265747 
Email: SROhandbags@aol.com 
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tools and resources, as well as a 
specialized communication vehi-
cle to keep individual members 
and local chapters and Networks 
up-to-date on the hottest Asso-
ciation news.  ABWA members’ 
dues provide exclusive access to 
the network, connecting them 
24/7 to dynamic, market-relevant 
professional development oppor-
tunities, local leagues and the 
national Association.   

Once you have logged onto WIN 
you will be truly amazed at the 
information available to our 
members!  We have our own 
Team Board where we can share 
our local information.  Why don’t 
you log on now and see what 
WIN is all about?!  
Www.abwa.org 

*What is WIN? Well, it is an in-
teractive online community de-
signed especially for the Ameri-
can Business Women’s Associa-
tion.  WIN delivers professional 
development courses. ABWA 

*Watch out! A 
new Texas law, 
known as HB 55 
will ban motor-
ists from using 
hand-operated 
wireless com-
munications 
tools such as 
cell phones and 
personal digital 
assistant de-
vices while driv-
ing in school 
zones. If you get 
caught, the fine could be up to 
$200.00.  This law went into ef-
fect September 1.  The law will 
allow you to use hands-free 
phones or  while you are parked.  
Hooray for this law that will pro-
tect our children from distracted 
drivers! 
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Susan Olson at the WIN Café  
inside the Exhibit Hall at the 2009 

National Conference in KS 

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct   

1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the 
American Business Women’s Association. 

2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to    
interfere with the representation of ABWA’s mission. 

3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, 
vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect, fairness, integrity, 
responsibility, kindness, and in good faith. 

4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, 
Chapter and Express Network Bylaws. 

5. Members will not use their personal power to advance their 
personal interests. 

6. Members will strive for excellence in their professions by 
maintaining and enhancing their own business knowledge and 
skills, and by encouraging the professional development of 
other members. 

The most affordable form of 

marketing is creating a 

“GREAT EXPERIENCE!” 

by 

Sam Glenn the Attitude Guy 
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SEEN’s submission for Purse-Onality 
Members of Houston Area Council attending the 2009 Conference 

Geanna Kincanon  

Gaylyn DeVine   

Debbie Holladay 

Gaylyn tasting the Kansas City 
Barbeque short ribs—YUMMM! 

Gaylyn and Susan playing drums along with the 
other 700+ attendees 

Vickie Marlett awarding our sponsor 
network—HAPEN the Best Practices 
Award Level lll.  Susan Olson, Gaylyn 
DeVine, Myrleen Knott, Sheri Par-
rack, Dyane Magliolo, Dr. Melanie 
Brown, Dolores Grissom and District ll 
VP Cecilia Owen 


